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�

                                                 
1 Philippians 3.8,9 (NAS). 
2 Institutes, III.xi.13 
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� 46���%'&!�.+%#����������������������'"�&')�$"(+/�# - $/4)�� *=5�� $,'4�1" - )�#&$#��������

����������- &+"�&+�)0+$1)>5�$"4��)$'$&�0 )+4�#&$#�#&+�4+)�+"4$"#)� .��)/$+%�- '%%�*+�����������
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'1+- ')+5�#&+�� +- ��+)#$2 +"#�- '%%�#/$")%$#+����	�
��84'1$' �:�$)�* #&�;# �*+�

/'(&#+ !)<� /�;7!)#'.'+4<�- &+/+�* #&�'2 0%3�/'(&#"+))�$"4�'"" �+"�+6?���!)#'.'�$#' "�'"�#&+�

� +- ��+)#$2 +"#5�$($'"5�$00+$/)�# �2  )#� .#+"�0+/#$'"�# �#&+�/+%$#' ")&'0�*+#- ++"�2 $"�

$"4�� 46���$!%�+@+2 0%'.'+)�#&')�- &+"�&+�)$3)�;�+�A� 4B�0 !/+4� !#�!0 "�!)�/'�&%3�

#&/ !(&��+)!)��&/')#� !/��$,' /5�) �#&$#�*+'"(�7!)#'.'+4�*3��')�(/$�+�- +�-  !%4�*+�2 $4+�

&+'/)�$�� /4'"(�# �#&+�& 0+� .�+#+/"$%�%'.+6<���� #&�/'(&#+ !)�$"4�7!)#�'2 0%3�/+%$#' ")&'0�

$"4�;'"�+))+"�+5�/'(&#+ !)"+))�')�$"�+#&'�$%�9!$%'#3�'2 0!#+4�# �&!2 $"�*+'"()�- & �)#$"4�

'"�#&+�/'(&#�/+%$#' ")&'0�# �� 4�#&/ !(&��&/')#6<C���&'%+�- +�$/+�)#'%%�)'""+/)5�#&+�

'2 0!#$#' "�- '0+)�!)��%+$"�'"� !/�/+%$#' ")&'06��;�$%,'"�!)+)�#&+�-  /4�D'2 0!#$#' "��# �

                                                 
3 Job 32.2: “But the anger of Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the family of Ram burned; against Job his 
anger burned because he justified himself before God.” (NAS). 
4 Psalm 51.4: “Against You, You only, I have sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, so that You are justified 
when You speak and blameless when you judge.” (NAS). 
5 Isaiah 45.25: “In the LORD all the offspring of Israel will be justified and will glory.” (NAS). 
6 
��	�
� is from ���	��� meaning “correct, righteous,” and by implication, “innocent” as it comes from the 
primitive word ���� meaning “right (as self-evident)” or “justice”. 
7 Titus 3.6,7 and numerous other examples. 
8 Bray, 107. 
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!)+4�# �4+)�/'*+�$�0/ �+))� .�*+'"(�2 $4+�& %3�#&$#�')�$�/+)!%#� .�) 2 +�0$/#'�!%$/�

9!$%'#36������- '%%�+)0+�'$%%3�" #+�'#)�� ""+�#' "�# �/'(&#+ !)"+))�$)�#&$#�)++2 )�# �*+�

�$%,'"�)�. �!)6���+(+"+/$#' "� "%3�$00+$/)�#- '�+�'"�#&+�� +- ��+)#$2 +"#���$"4�&$)�

)'2 '%$/�2 +$"'"(�$)�)$"�#'.'�$#' "�'"�#&+�)+")+�#&$#�'#�4+$%)�- '#&�$�0/ �+))� .��&$"(+�'"# �

) 2 +#&'"(�4')#'"�#%3�4'..+/+"#�./ 2 �- &+"�#&+�0/ �+))�)#$/#+46��
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� � /��$%,'"5�)$"�#'.'�$#' "�$"4�/+(+"+/$#' "�$/+�)'2 '%$/�#+/2 )�*!#�#&+/+�')�)#'%%�$�

4')#'"�#' "6���$"�#'.'�$#' "�')�#&+�0/ �+))� .�*+'"(�2 $4+�& %3�- &+/+$)�/+(+"+/$#' "�')�

*+'"(�2 $4+�"+- 6���#�)++2 )�#&$#�. /�#&+��&/')#'$"�#&+)+�$/+� "+�'"�#&+�)$2 +�$)�- +�$/+�

*+'"(�2 $4+�"+- �'"��&/')#�7!)#�$)�)$"�#'.'�$#' "�2 $1+)�!)�2  /+�& %3�%'1+��&/')#�')�& %36��

�&+�!"4+/)#$"4'"(� .�7!)#'.'�$#' "�- '%%�) 2 +#'2 +)�*+�� ""+�#+4�- '#&�)$"�#'.'�$#' "�

                                                 
9 Santmire, 302. 
10 Sanctification is usually seen as a result of righteousness (Romans 6.19), purity (1 Thessalonians 4.3, 7, Romans 
6.22), peace (Hebrews 12.14), being in Christ (1 Corinthians 1.30), or being chosen by God (2 Thessalonians 2.13). 
11 Matthew 19.28 and Titus 3.5.  Regeneration is included here because it is a word that Calvin does use (even if it is 
not common in the Bible). 
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*+�$!)+�* #&�4+$%�- '#&� !/�/'(&#+ !)"+))6��;�$%,'"5� .�� !/)+5�$00+$%)�# ���/'0#!/+�$)�

#&+�- $//$"#�. /�#&+�4')#'"�#' "�*+#- ++"�7!)#'.'�$#' "�$"4�)$"�#'.'�$#' "��DE+#���/'0#!/+5�

+,+"�#& !(&#�'#�7 '")�#&+2 5�)#'%%�%')#)�#&+2 �)+0$/$#+%3�'"� /4+/�#&$#�� 4�)�2 $"'. %4�(/$�+�

2 $3�*+##+/�$00+$/�# �!)6��� /��$!%�)�)#$#+2 +"#�')�" #�/+4!"4$"#��#&$#��&/')#�- $)�(',+"�# �

!)�. /� !/�/'(&#+ !)"+))�$"4�)$"�#'.'�$#' "�A��� /'"#&$'")��6=�B6�<�����+�$/+�)$"�#'.'+4�*3�

�&/')#�)�)0'/'#�# ��!%#',$#+�$�0!/+�%'.+�- &'�&�')�- &$#�/+(+"+/$#' "�')�. /��$%,'"6�=����/$#&�

" #+)�#&$#�; "�$�� !"#� .�#&+�*+%'+,+/�)�!"' "�- '#&��&/')#�F�$"4����� "�$�� !"#� .�&')� /�

&+/�7!)#'.'�$#' "�F�#&+�*+%'+,+/�*+('")�#&+�0/ �+))� .�*+'"(�2 $4+�%'1+��&/')#�#&/ !(&�

/+(+"+/$#' "6���$%,'"�$))+/#)�#&$#�* #&�7!)#'.'�$#' "�$"4�/+(+"+/$#' "�$/+�#&+�/+)!%#)� .�

#&+�*+%'+,+/�)�!"' "�- '#&��&/')#�#&/ !(&�.$'#&6<�>���#�')�*+�$!)+� .�#&')�#&$#�#&+�#-  �#+/2 )�

8)$"�#'.'�$#' "�$"4�/+(+"+/$#' ":��$"�*+�!)+4�'"#+/�&$"(+$*%36���+�$%) �)++)�;/+0+"#$"�+�

$)�/+(+"+/$#' "5�- & )+�) %+�+"4�')�# �/+)# /+�'"�!)�#&+�'2 $(+� .�� 4�#&$#�&$4�*++"�

4').'(!/+4�$"4�$%%�*!#� *%'#+/$#+4�#&/ !(&�	4$2 �)�#/$")(/+))' "6<�����&')�.'#)�"$#!/$%%3�

$)�)$"�#'.'�$#' "�)�( $%�')� !/�/+)# /$#' "�- &'�&��$"� "%3�*+�)!00%'+4�#&/ !(&�.$'#&�'"�

�&/')#6���

�
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�

                                                 
12 Thompson, 465. 
13 Institutes, III.xi.1 
14 McGrath, 459. 
15 Institutes, III.iii.9 
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�$%,'"�0%$�+)�$�(/+$#�4+$%� .�'2 0 /#$"�+� "�7!)#'.'�$#' "5�?�&+�4 +)�" #�4')�!))�'#�!"#'%�

"+$/%3�&$%.- $3�#&/ !(&�#&+������������) �'#�$00+$/)�# �#$1+�$�)2 $%%+/�/ %+�'"�&')�#&+ % (36��

�&'%+�#&')�2 $3�$00+$/�# �*+�#&+��$)+5��$%,'"�4+$%)�- '#&�7!)#'.'�$#' "� "%3�$.#+/�&+�&$)�

.'/2 %3�+)#$*%')&+4�#&$#�- +��$"" #�2 +/'#� !/� !#�/'(&#+ !)"+))�$"4�7!)#'.'�$#' "�8$"4�

)!/+%3�" #�)$%,$#' ":�$"4�'#�')� "%3�$.#+/�&+�&$)�0/ ,+4� !/�4+0/$,'#3�8;3 !�&$,+�"+'#&+/�

$�. !"4$#' "� "�- &'�&�# �+)#$*%')&�3 !/�)$%,$#' "�" /� "+� "�- &'�&�# �*!'%4�0'+#3�

# - $/4�� 46<:�#&$#�&+�4+%,+)�'"# �7!)#'.'�$#' "6����;�$%,'"5�. /�&')�0$/#5�" #� "%3�4'4�" #�

4', /�+�)$"�#'.'�$#' "�./ 2 �7!)#'.'�$#' "G �&+�+,+"�4+$%#�- '#&�#&+�9!+)#' "� .�(  4�

-  /1)�.'/)#5�'"� /4+/�# �$, '4�$"3�2 ')!"4+/)#$"4'"()� "�#&')�)� /+H<�C��
"�+�#&+�'))!+� .�

-  /1)�')�4+$%#�- '#&�$"4�'#�')�0%$'"�# �)++�#&$#�- +��$"" #�2 +/'#� !/�7!)#'.'�$#' "5��$%,'"�

%  1)�$#�& - �- +�$/+�7!)#'.'+4�*3�/'(&#+ !)"+))6��;�+�')�)$'4�# �*+�7!)#'.'+4�'"�� 4�)�)'(&#�

- & �')�* #&�/+�1 "+4�/'(&#+ !)�'"�� 4�)�7!4(2 +"#�$"4�&$)�*++"�$��+0#+4� "�$�� !"#� .�

&')�/'(&#+ !)"+))6<�����&')�4+.'"'#' "� .�7!)#'.'�$#' "�')�.$'/%3�(+"+/$%�$"4��$%,'"�2 !)#�

+@0%$'"�- &$#�'#�-  !%4�2 +$"�# �*+�/'(&#+ !)�'"�� 4�)�7!4(2 +"#6���+�$!)+� .� !/�'"$*'%'#3�

# �2 +/'#� !/� - "�/'(&#+ !)"+))5��$%,'"�!)+)�.$'#&�# �0/ ,'4+�'#�. /�!)6��;�!)#'.'+4�*3�.$'#&�

')�&+�- & 5�+@�%!4+4�./ 2 �#&+�/'(&#+ !)"+))� .�-  /1)5�(/$)0)�#&+�/'(&#+ !)"+))� .��&/')#�

                                                 
16 Justification is “the main hinge on which religion turns…” (Ibid. III.xi.1). 
17 Ibid. 
18 Bray, 107. 
19Institutes III.xi.2 
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2 $"6<�����+"�+�#&+�/+. /2 $#' "�4 �#/'"+� .��� ��������*3�.$'#&�$% "+6��;� #$%�4+0/$,'#3�4'4�

" #�2 +$"�#&$#�2 $"�- $)�# #$%%3�+,'%�*!#�#&$#�&+�- $)��/'00%+4�*3�)'"�$"4�#&$#�$#�#&+�

�/!�'$%�0 '"#� .�#!/"'"(�# �� 4�&+�- $)�# #$%%3�!"$*%+�# �4 �) �$0$/#�./ 2 �� 4�)�(/$�+6<����

�#�')�#&')�!"4+/)#$"4'"(� .�4+0/$,'#3�#&$#�- +��$"�#!/"�# �.$'#&�'"�� 4�- & �./++%3�(',+)�

#&$#�(/$�+6�

�

�����������	
����������

� �$%,'"�)�2 $"#/$� .�;7!)#'.'+4�*3�.$'#&<�')��+/#$'"%3�#&+�1+3�� 2 0 "+"#� .�&')�

4 �#/'"+� .�7!)#'.'�$#' "�) �$�4')�!))' "� .�- &$#�;.$'#&<�+"#$'%)�')�- $//$"#+46���

�$'#&�')�"+�+))$/'%3�.$'#&����) 2 +#&'"(� /�) 2 + "+5�$�#/!)#'"(�/+)0 ")+����

) 2 +#&'"(� /�) 2 + "+�- +�+"� !"#+/6���"�#&')��$)+� !/�.$'#&�2 !)#�*+�'"�

� 4�$)�- +�+"� !"#+/�&'2 �'"�&')�-  /4��#&+/+�')�;$�0+/2 $"+"#�/+%$#' ")&'0�

*+#- ++"�.$'#&�$"4�#&+�� /4<���E+#�� 4�)�-  /4�'")0'/+)� !/�#/!)#� "%3�'.�'#�

$))!/+�!)� .�� 4�)�2 +/�3�$"4�(  4"+))I�$"4�� 4�)�2 +/�3�$"4�(  4"+))�

$/+�(',+"� "%3�'"��&/')#6���+"�+�.$'#&�')� !/�/+)0 ")+� .�#/!)#�'"�� 4�)�

*+"+, %+"�+�# - $/4�!)�$)�/+,+$%+4�'"�#&+�( )0+%�2 +))$(+�$* !#��&/')#6�=�


!/�#/!)#�'"��&/')#�')� !/�.$'#&�$"4�#&/ !(&�#&$#�.$'#&�- +�$/+�2 $4+�/'(&#+ !)�$"4�

#&+/+. /+�7!)#'.'+46��;�$"�)�.$'#&5�$)�&+�/+�+',+)�'#�./ 2 �#&+�� /45�')�#&+�. /2 $%��$!)+� .�

7!)#'.'�$#' "G ��&/')#�')�#&+�2 $#+/'$%��$!)+� .�7!)#'.'�$#' "6<�>���&')�)#$#+2 +"#�&+%0)�!)�

1++0�'"�0+/)0+�#',+�- &$#�#&+�&!2 $"�/ %+�')�'"�7!)#'.'�$#' "6��;�&+�/'(&#+ !)"+))�2 $"�

                                                 
20 Ibid.  
21 Bouwsma as quoted in Thompson, 462. 
22 Institutes ���6''6? 
23 Westerholm, 58. 
24 Santmire, 298. 
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�$'#&�;/+)#)�.'/2 %3�'"�#&+��%+$/�1" - %+4(+� .�#&+�)$%,$#' "�- / !(&#�*3��&/')#6���& !(&�

.$'#&�2 $3�" #�3+#�/+'("�0+/.+�#%3� ,+/�#&+�- & %+�&!2 $"�*+'"(5�+,+"�#&+�)2 $%%�

*+('""'"()�$/+�)!..'�'+"#�. /�)$%,$#' "6<�?���&+/+�)& !%4�*+�" �9!+)#' "�'"� !/�2 '"4)� .�

 !/�)$%,$#' "�'.�- +�#/!)#�$"4�#&+/+. /+�&$,+�.$'#&�'"�#&+�salvific -  /1� .��&/')#6���&/ !(&�

 !/�.$'#&5��&/')#�'2 0!#+)�&')�/'(&#+ !)"+))�# �!)�) �- +�$/+�7!)#'.'+4�'"�#&+�+3+)� .�� 4�

$"4�- '%%�*+� 2 +�)$"�#'.'+46���$%,'"�$%- $3)�- $"#)� !/�.$'#&�# �� 2 +�# �)$"�#'.'�$#' "�

#&/ !(&��&/')#�) �$)�# �'"�/+$)+�'"�0'+#36��;�$%,'"�)�0$)# /$%�) !%�$"4�&')�#&+ % (3�- +/+�

" #�#-  �#&'"()�$0$/#5�*!#�4'..+/+"#�2 $"'.+)#$#' ")� .�&')�+@0+/'+"�+� .�#&+�&!2 $"�

/+%$#' ")&'0�- '#&�� 46���&+�*'*%'�$%�.$'#&�2 !)#�*+�0!#�'"# �-  /4)�) �#&$#�0+ 0%+��$"�

1" - �$"4�� ".+))�- &$#�#&+3�+@0+/'+"�+5�) �#&+3��$"�#+$�&�$"4�2 '"')#+/�# � #&+/)6<����

�$"�#'.'�$#' "�- $)�$�"$#!/$%�. %% - '"(� .�.$'#&�$"4��$%,'"�#$%1+4� .�#&$#�%'.+% "(�0/ �+))�

*3�- &'�&�#&+��&/')#'$"�%'.+�(/ - )�# - $/4)�0+/.+�#' "�#&/ !(&��+)!)��&/')#�*+�$!)+� .�$�

& %'"+))�8$"4�0'+#3:�./ 2 �- '#&'"6�C���$%,'"�)�� "�+/"�. /�#&+�0' !)�%'.+�')�+,+"�+,'4+"#�'"�

&')�. �!)� "�7!)#'.'�$#' "�*3�.$'#&6���$'#&�)& !%4�%+$4�# �� ".'4+"�+�'"� !/�)$%,$#' "�$"4�

(  4�-  /1)�)& !%4�. %% - �./ 2 � !/�)$"�#'.'�$#' "6��;�&')�A.$'#&B�')�#&+�.!%�/!2 � .�&')�

                                                 
25 Ibid. 299. 
26 Pitkin, 32. 
27 McKee, 22. 
28 Battles, 298. 
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#&+ % (3��#&+�)&++/�(/$�+� .�� 4�7!)#'.3'"(�$"4�/+(+"+/$#'"(�&!2 $"�*+'"()6<�����$%,'"�)�

4+.'"'#' "�.'#)�4'/+�#%35�. /�.$'#&�')�;$�.'/2 �$"4��+/#$'"�1" - %+4(+� .�� 4�)�*+"+, %+"�+�

# - $/4�!)5�. !"4+4�!0 "�#&+�#/!#&� .�#&+�./++%3�(',+"�0/ 2 ')+�'"��&/')#5�* #&�/+,+$%+4�

# � !/�2 '"4)�$"4�)+$%+4�!0 "� !/�&+$/#)�#&/ !(&�#&+�� %3��0'/'#6<=��

�

������	��
����

� �'(&#+ !)"+))�&$)�$%/+$43�*++"�2 +"#' "+4�$* ,+�*!#�'#�')�'2 0 /#$"#�# �&$,+�$�

�%+$/�!"4+/)#$"4'"(� .�& - �'#�.'#)�'"�# �7!)#'.'�$#' "�. /��$%,'"6��;	�2 $"�- & �- ')&+)�# �

 *#$'"��&/')#�)�/'(&#+ !)"+))�2 !)#�$*$"4 "�&')� - "�/'(&#+ !)"+))6<=���	)���&$,+�

$%/+$43�)& - "5�#&+�4+0/$,'#3�- +�$/+�* !"4�# �2 $1+)�'#�'2 0 ))'*%+�. /� !/�-  /1)�# �

2 $1+�!)�/'(&#+ !)�*+. /+�� 4�)�+3+)6��
"%3�#&+�-  /1� .��&/')#�')�/'(&#+ !)�$"4�0!/+�) �

#&$#�-  /1�$"4�/'(&#+ !)"+))�')�'2 0!#+4�# �!)�*3��&/')#�*+�$!)+� .� !/�.$'#&6��;�+�2 $4+�

�'2 �- & �1"+- �" �)'"�������)'"� "� !/�*+&$%.5�) �#&$#�- +�2 '(&#�*+� 2 +�#&+�

/'(&#+ !)"+))� .�� 4�'"��'2 6<=����+�$!)+��&/')#�'2 0!#+)��')�/'(&#+ !)"+))�# �!)5�'#�

*+� 2 +)� !/� - "�$"4�- +�$/+�#&+/+. /+�7!)#'.'+4�'"�� 4�)�+3+)6��;�+��$"� "%3�*+�

/'(&#+ !)�*3�'2 0!#$#' "�F�'"� #&+/�-  /4)5�'#�')� !/�/+%$#' ")&'0�- '#&��&/')#5�+)#$*%')&+4�

                                                 
29 KcKee, 23. 
30 Institutes, III.ii.7 
31 Ibid. III.xi.13 
32 II Corinthians 5.21 (NAS). 
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*3�.$'#&�'"�#&+�� )0+%5�- &'�&�0+/2 '#)�!)�# ��%$'2 �$�)&$/+�'"�� 4�)�/'(&#+ !)"+))6<==��

�+%$#' ")&'0� ,+/�%$- �')� .#+"�#&+�. �!)�. /�#&+�/+. /2 +/)6�

� 4�)�$�#' "�')�" #�+@&$!)#+4�'"�)'2 0%3�$"�+@#+/"$%�4+�/++�8$�0!/+%3�

. /+")'��4+�%$/$#' ":5�*!#�)'("'.'+)�#&+�+..+�#',+��/+$#' "� .�$�"+- �/+$%'#3�

#&/ !(&�� 46���&')�"+- �/+$%'#3� .�#&+�7!)#'.'+4� "+5��/+$#+4�*3�� 45�')�" #�

# �*+�!"4+/)#  4�'"�#+/2 )� .�)#$#'�� "# % (35�*!#�/$#&+/�$)�$�D/+%$#' "$%�

/+$%'#3��G �'+�$�/+$%'#3�- &'�&�� ")')#)� .�" #&'"(�+@�+0#�#&$#�"+- �

/+%$#' ")&'0�*+#- ++"�� 4�$"4�2 $"��/+$#+4�*3�� 45�#&+�� "#+"#� .�- &'�&�

')5�./ 2 �#&+�)'4+� .�� 45�
 /4)&'05�$"4�./ 2 �#&+�)'4+� .�2 $"5� *+4'+"�+6=>�


!/�/'(&#+ !)"+))�')�" #�) 2 +#&'"(�#&$#�')�'"&+/+"#%3�'"�!)5�*!#�) 2 +#&'"(�#&$#�')�

�/+$#+4�$"+- �'"�#&+�('.#� .�(/$�+�#&/ !(&�.$'#&6�;�&+�4 �#/'"+� .�7!)#'.'�$#' "�$)��$%,'"�

4+%'"+$#+)�'#�G �')�#&+�)# /3� .�#&+��/+$# /�)�/+)# /$#' "� .�#&+�!"/'(&#+ !)�$"4�

� "4+2 "+4��/+$#!/+�# �.!%%"+))� .�%'.+�'"�/'(&#+ !)"+))6<=����&')�2 '(&#�)++2 �# �)!((+)#�

#&$#�#&+/+�')�" �/  2 �. /�&!2 $"�'"#+/$�#' "5�*!#�#&')�')�" #�#&+��$)+6���&'%+�&!2 $")�

�$"" #�2 +/'#�#&+'/� - "�-  /15�7!)#'.'�$#' "�)#'%%�#$1+)�0%$�+�'"�/+%$#' ")&'0�$"4�;�$%,'"�

� "�+',+)� .�2 $"�$)�*+'"(�'"#'2 $#+%3�'", %,+4�'"�7!)#'.'�$#' "5�$)�#+/2 )�%'1+�!������"�

!�##����"�$����!�$�"�$"4�$����!�$�����'"4'�$#+<=?�#&$#�/+%$#' ")&'06�

�

�������������	���

� �#�2 !)#�*+�)& - "�#&$#��$%,'"�)�#&+ % (3� .�7!)#'.'�$#' "�$"4�&')�. !"4$#' ")�'"�

.$'#&�$"4�/'(&#+ !)"+))�$/+��'*%'�$%6��	�) %'4��'*%'�$%�'"#+/0/+#$#' "�$"4�!"4+/)#$"4'"(�

                                                 
33 Bray, 111. 
34 Karl Kertelge quoted in Bray, 112. 
35 Santmire, 297. 
36 Ibid. 302. 
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')��/!�'$%�- &+"�. /2 '"(�#&+ % (3�#&$#�'2 0$�#)�#&+��&/')#'$"�%'.+6���$%,'"�- $)�,+/3�$- $/+�

#&$#�#&+/+�')�;$�0+/2 $"+"#�/+%$#' ")&'0�*+#- ++"�.$'#&�$"4�#&+�� /46<=����&+�� /4� .�

� 4�4+.'"+)�& - �- +�$�#� !#� !/�.$'#&�$"45�$)���&$,+�)& - "5�.$'#&�')�- &$#�%+$4)�# � !/�

'2 0!#+4�/'(&#+ !)"+))6���&+/+. /+�0/ 0+/�!"4+/)#$"4'"(� .�#&+�� /4�- '%%�%+$4�# �

0/ 0+/�.$'#&�- &'�&�%+$4)�# � !/�7!)#'.'�$#' "6�

�

�	
	��	� ��

� ;�&+���/'0#!/+5�. /+)++'"(�#&$#�� 4�-  !%4�7!)#'.3�#&+��+"#'%+)�*3�.$'#&5�0/+$�&+4�

#&+�( )0+%�*+. /+&$"4�# �	*/$&$2 5�)$3'"(5�D	

������ 	��
� ����

�����
����� ��� �E
� 6�<=C��

�$%,'"�)�� 2 2 +"#$/3�!)+)�#&')�# �� 2 0$/+�#&+�#& !(&#�#&$#�- '#& !#��'/�!2 �')' "5�$�

�&/')#'$"�- $)�/+2  ,+4�./ 2 �#&+�� ,+"$"#�- '#&�#&+��$!%'"+�+@0%$"$#' "�#&$#�+,+"�

	*/$&$2 �- $)�*%+))+4�#&/ !(&�.$'#&�$"4�#&$#�')�- &+/+�#&+�#/!+�.$2 '%3�/+)'4+)6=���� 4�)�

0+ 0%+�$/+�7!)#'.'+4�#&/ !(&�#&+'/�.$'#&5�" #�*3�1++0'"(�� /$&6�

� �$%$#'$")�=6���')�$%) �,+/3��%+$/�#&$#�- +�$/+�" #�7!)#'.'+4�*3�#&+�
$- �*!#�*3�

/'(&#+ !)"+))�'"�.$'#&6���$%,'"�)!((+)#)�#&$#��$!%�')�+@�%!4'"(�$"3�. /2 � .�-  /1)5�

/+($/4%+))� .�#'#%+6>����$%,'"�$%) �0 '"#)�# �#&')�0$))$(+�$)�/+$) "�. /�)+0$/$#'"(�.$'#&�$"4�

                                                 
37 Institutes, ���6''6? 
38 Galatians 3.8 (NAS). 
39 Calvin, Galatians, 87. 
40 Institutes, III.xi.14 
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%$- �*+�$!)+�#&+/+�2 !)#�*+�)+0$/$#' "� .�-  /1)�$"4�/'(&#+ !)"+))�*!#�-  /1)�$/+�

/+9!'/+4�. /�%$- �/'(&#+ !)"+))�) �%$- �2 !)#�*+�4'..+/+"#�./ 2 �.$'#&6>��

� ;�&+�%$- �7!)#'.'+)�&'2 �- & �.!%.'%%)�$%%�'#)�0/+�+0#)5�- &'%+�.$'#&�7!)#'.'+)�#& )+�- & �

$/+�4+)#'#!#+� .�#&+�2 +/'#� .�-  /1)5�$"4�- & �/+%3� "��&/')#�$% "+6��� �*+�7!)#'.'+4�*3�

3 !/� - "�2 +/'#5�$"4�# �*+�7!)#'.'+4�*3�#&+�(/$�+� .�$" #&+/5�$/+�#-  �)�&+2 +)�- &'�&�

�$"" #�*+�/+� "�'%+4�� "+� .�#&+2 �2 !)#�*+� ,+/#!/"+4�*3�#&+� #&+/6<>����#�')�'2 0 ))'*%+5�

$)�.$%%+"�&!2 $")5�# �� 2 0%+#+%3�.!%.'%%�#&+�%$- �) �- +��$"" #�*+�.!%%3�7!)#'.'+4�'"�

. %% - '"(�#&+�%$- 6���&$#�2 +$")�- +�"++4�$44'#' "$%�7!)#'.'�$#' "�#&/ !(&�#&+�(/$�+� .�

�&/')#6���!#5�$)��$%,'"�$/(!+)5�'#�')�" #�/+� "�'%$*%+�# �*+�7!)#'.'+4�*3�* #&�0$/#'$%%36��'"�+�

- +��$"�"+,+/�*+�.!%%3�7!)#'.'+4�*3�. %% - '"(�#&+�%$- 5�'#�')� "%3�% ('�$%�#&$#�- +�- '%%�&$,+�

# �.'"4� !/�� 2 0%+#+�7!)#'.'�$#' "�*3�.$'#&�'"��&/')#6�

�

�
�	� ��

� ;�&$#�� 2 0%'�$#+)�#&+�0'�#!/+�')�#&+�)'".!%"+))5�(!'%#5�$"4�� //!0#' "�. !"4�'"�

+,+/3�&!2 $"�*+'"(5�2 $1'"(�'#�'2 0 ))'*%+�. /�� 4�# �0/ " !"�+�!)�/'(&#+ !)�$)�- +�

$/+6<>=��� 2 $")�')�$�1+3�*  1�#&$#�4+$%)�- '#&� !/�0/ " !"�+2 +"#�$)�/'(&#+ !)�4!+�# �

�&/')#�)�)$�/'.'�+�4'/+�#%36��;�& �- '%%�*/'"(�$��&$/(+�$($'")#�� 4�)�+%+�#J�� 4�')�#&+� "+�

- & �7!)#'.'+)I�- & �')�#&+� "+�- & �� "4+2 ")J��&/')#��+)!)�')��+�- & �4'+45�3+)5�/$#&+/�

                                                 
41 Ibid. III.xi.18 
42 Pringle’s translation of Calvin’s Commentary on the Galatians as quoted in Dowey, 151. 
43 Westerholm, 56. 
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- & �- $)�/$')+45�- & �')�$#�#&+�/'(&#�&$"4� .�� 45�- & �$%) �'"#+/�+4+)�. /�!)6<>>��$%,'"�

+@0%$'")�#&')�$)�(','"(�4+.'"'#' "�# �7!)#'.'�$#' "��;D# �7!)#'.3��2 +$")�" #&'"(�+%)+�#&$"�# �

$�9!'#� .�(!'%#�&'2 �- & �- $)�$��!)+45�$)�'.�&')�'"" �+"�+�- +/+�� ".'/2 +46<>����#�')�&+/+�

#&$#�- +�)++�#&$#�- +�#/!%3�$/+�'"" �+"#�*+�$!)+� .�#&+�'2 0!#+4�/'(&#+ !)"+))� .��&/')#6��

�+��$"" #�+,+"�*+�$��!)+4�*+�$!)+��+�7!)#'.'+)�!)6>?���&')�) %'4'.'+)�#&+��+/#$'"#3� .�

)$%,$#' "6���

�$%,'"�4 +)�*/ $�&�#&+�# 0'�� .�;.$'#&�$% "+<�1" - '"(�#&$#�#&+/+�$/+�2 $"3�- & �

$##$�1��� ������6��;� /�- +�2 $'"#$'"�#&$#�$�2 $"�')�7!)#'.'+4�*3�.$'#&�$0$/#�./ 2 �-  /1)� .�#&+�


$- 6<>���� /��$%,'"�#&')�')�'"� "#/ ,+/#'*%+�)!00 /#�. /�.$'#&�$% "+�$)�-  /1)�$/+�

+@0/+))%3�+@�%!4+46��� �#& )+�#&$#�)$3�2 $"�')�7!)#'.'+4�*3�.$'#&5�*!#�" #�.$'#&�$% "+5�

�$%,'"�)$3)�;�$!%�$..'/2 )�'"�#&')�0$))$(+�#&$#�7!)#'.'�$#' "�')�) �(/$#!'# !)5�#&$#�&+�

2 $1+)�'#�9!'#+�+,'4+"#5�#&$#�'#��$"�*3�" �2 +$")�*+�$)) �'$#+4�- '#&�#&+�2 +/'#� .�-  /1)6<>C��

�!#�$�./++�('.#� .�/'(&#+ !)"+))�')�" #�./++�'.�$"3�) /#� .�-  /1)�$/+�/+9!'/+46��� 2 $")�=6���

$"4�=6�>�$%) �(',+�- $3�# �#&')�'"#+/0/+#$#' "6��;�"�� 2 $")�=6��K>6��5��$!%�$))+/#)�#&$#�

)!..'�'+"�3� .�.$'#&�'"��&/')#�. /�)$%,$#' "�. /�$%%�&!2 $"�*+'"()6���+�$/(!+)5� "�#&+� "+�

&$"45�#&$#�� 4�)�/'(&#+ !)"+))�')�4')#'"�#�./ 2 �#&+�%$- 5�3+#5� "�#&+� #&+/�&$"45�#&$#�

)'"�+�#&+�%$- �$"4�#&+�0/ 0&+#)�*+$#�- '#"+))�# �'#5�'#�')�" #�'"� ")')#+"#�- '#&�#&+�%$- 6<>���

                                                 
44 Romans 8.33,34 (NAS). 
45 Institutes III.xi.3 
46 Calvin, Romans, 323ff. 
47 Romans 3.28 (NAS). 
48 Calvin, Romans, 148f. 
49 Pitkin, 43ff. 
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�$%,'"�)++)�'#�"+�+))$/3�# �4/$- �#&+�4')#'"�#' "�*+#- ++"�%$- �$"4�/'(&#+ !)"+))�- &'%+�

2 $1'"(�)!/+�#&+3�$/+�� ")')#+4�) �$)�# �/+2 $'"�'"�#&+�#/$4'#' "� .�#&+�
%4��+)#$2 +"#6��

� ;� /�'.�	*/$&$2 �- $)�7!)#'.'+4�*3�-  /1)5�&+�&$)�) 2 +#&'"(�# �* $)#�$* !#5�*!#�" #�

*+. /+�� 46��� /�- &$#�4 +)�#&+���/'0#!/+�)$3J�D	��	�	����
��� �� ��
� 5�	� � �����	��

���� ���� ��
�����	��������
� �� ���6����  - �# �#&+� "+�- & �-  /1)5�&')�- $(+�')�" #�

�/+4'#+4�$)�$�.$, /5�*!#�$)�- &$#�')�4!+6<�����$%,'"�'"#+/0/+#)�#&')�0$))$(+�$)�0/  .�#&$#�

�$!%�)++)�	*/$&$2 �$)�*+'"(�7!)#'.'+4�*3�.$'#&�$"4�#&$#�;- &+"�/+- $/4�')�2 $4+�. /�-  /1)�

'#�')�4 "+� !#� .�4+*#5�" #� .�(/$�+6<�����'"�+�- +�&$,+�*++"�(',+"� !/�/+- $/4�./ 2 �� 4�)�

(/$�+5�'#�. %% - )�#&$#� !/�/+- $/4�')�" #�./ 2 �4+*#�4!+�# �-  /1)6�

� � 2 $")���6>K���')�$%) �$"�'2 0 /#$"#�0$))$(+6���$%,'"� "��$!%��;� �/+"4+/�'#�

+,'4+"#�& - �2 !�&�$#�,$/'$"�+�')�#&+�/'(&#+ !)"+))� .�.$'#&�$"4�#&$#� .�-  /1)5�&+�" - �

� 2 0$/+)�#&+2 I�. /�*3�� 2 0$/') "�#&+� 00 )'#' "�*+#- ++"�� "#/$/3�#&'"()�$00+$/)�

2  /+��%+$/6<�����.�- +�*+%'+,+�#&$#��&/')#�/ )+�$"4�4'+4�. /�!)5�- +�$/+��$%%+4�/'(&#+ !)6���

� �

��������

� ;	"4�- '#& !#�.$'#&�'#�')�'2 0 ))'*%+�# �0%+$)+�
�#5�. /�&+�- & �� 2 +)�# �� 4�2 !)#�

*+%'+,+�#&$#��+�')�$"4�������+�')�$�/+- $/4+/� .�#& )+�- & �)++1��'2 6<�=���$%,'"�" #+)�#&$#�

                                                 
50 Romans 4.2-4 (NAS). 
51 Institutes III.xi.13 
52 Calvin, Romans, 381ff. 
53 Hebrews 11.6 (NAS). 



 14 

#&')�0$))$(+�'"4'�$#+)�#&$#�.$'#&�')�#&$#�- &'�&� *#$'")�!)�.$, /�$"4�" #�-  /1)6�>���#�')�$%) �

" #�#&$#�#&+��0'/'#�&+%0)�!)�$% "(�# - $/4)�& %'"+))�8$)�) 2 +�/+$4�#&')�0$))$(+��:�*!#�#&$#�

- +�$/+�'2 0!#+4�./++�/'(&#+ !)"+))�'"� !/�.$'#&.!%�)++1'"(6�?�

� �$%,'"�$%) �!)+)�#&+�+@$2 0%+� .�	*/$&$2 �'"��+*/+- )�?6��;	�� /4'"(�# ��$%,'"5�

#&+�+@$2 0%+� .�	*/$&$2 �0/ ,+)�#&$#�#&+�(/$�+� .�� 4��$"�*+�/+�+',+4� "%3�*3�

+2 */$�'"(�#&+�0/ 2 ')+�*3�.$'#&�$"4�0$#'+"#%3��&+/')&'"(�'#�D'"�#&+�* ) 2 � .� !/�

&+$/#)6�<�����&+�+@$2 0%+� .�	*/$&$2 �')�!)+4�# �)& - �- &$#�.$'#&�#&$#��$!)+)�

/'(&#+ !)"+))�%  1)�%'1+6��� /�	*/$&$2 5�&')�%','"(� .�.$'#&�'"�0$#'+"�+�')�- &$#�- +�$/+�

�$%%+4�# 6�

�

����
��� ���	� ��

� �$%,'"�!)+)����� /'"#&'$")���# �)& - �#&$#�#&+/+�')�$�4'/+�#�/+%$#' "�*+#- ++"�

7!)#'.'�$#' "�$"4�. /(',+"+))� .�)'")6��;� 4�- $)�'"��&/')#�/+� "�'%'"(�#&+�-  /%4�# �

�'2 )+%.5�" #�� !"#'"(�#&+'/�#/+)0$))+)�$($'")#�#&+2 5�$"4��+�&$)�� 2 2 '##+4�# �!)�#&+�

-  /4� .�/+� "�'%'$#' "6���&+/+. /+5�- +�$/+�$2 *$))$4 /)�. /��&/')#5�$)�#& !(&�� 4�- +/+�

2 $1'"(�$"�$00+$%�#&/ !(&�!)I�- +�*+(�3 !� "�*+&$%.� .��&/')#5�*+�/+� "�'%+4�# �� 46���+�

2 $4+��'2 �- & �1"+- �" �)'"�������)'"� "� !/�*+&$%.5�) �#&$#�- +�2 '(&#�*+� 2 +�#&+�

                                                 
54 Calvin, Hebrews, xvii.iii. 
55 Calvin is referring to the “papists and Schoolmen”. 
56 Institutes III.xi.15 
57 Pitkin, 75. 
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/'(&#+ !)"+))� .�� 4�'"��'2 6<�C��&')�')�$�/'�&�0$))$(+�#&$#�'2 0%'+)�#&$#��:�/+� "�'%'$#' "�
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58 II Corinthians 5.19-21 (NAS). 
59 Luther is said to have detested this letter called it an epistle of straw. 
60 James 2.14 (NAS). 
61 Calvin, James, vi.iii.v 



 16 

4+/',+4�./ 2 ��$!%�$"4�'"#+/0/+#)��$2 +)�)�)#$#+2 +"#)�'"�)!�&�$�- $3�$)�" #�

# �� "#/$4'�#�#&$#��$!%'"+�0 )'#' "6<?��

�#�)++2 )�#&$#��$%,'"�#/'+)�# �7!)#�0$))� ,+/�#&')�)+�#' "�*3�)$3'"(�#&$#��$2 +)�4 +)�" #�!)+�

;.$'#&<�$"4�;7!)#'.3<�'"�#&+�)$2 +�)+")+�$)��$!%�4 +)6��;�$2 +)�!)+)�'#�8D7!)#'.3�:�# �2 +$"�

#&+�2 $"'.+)#$#' "� .�/'(&#+ !)"+))�*3�'#)�+..+�#)�*+. /+�&!2 $"�*+'"()6<?=���&'%+��$%,'"�

4 +)�*+##+/�#&$"�
!#&+/� "�#&')�'))!+5�'#�)++2 )�#&$#�'#�� !%4�&$,+�*++"�4+$%#�- '#&�2  /+�

.!%%36���$%,'"�;"+,+/�#/'+4�0 '"#'"(� !#�#&$#�.$'#&�$"4�-  /1)�� !%4�" #�*+�)+0$/$#+4�$"3�

2  /+�#&$"�&+$4�� !%4�*+�)+0$/$#+4�./ 2 �#&+�%'(&#� .�#&+�)!"6���&!)�.$'#&�$"4�-  /1)�

$%- $3)�( �# (+#&+/5�. /�- &+/+�#&+/+�')�#/!+�.$'#&�#&+/+�- '%%�$%- $3)�*+�(  4�-  /1)6<?>��

�$%,'"�4 +)�$..'/2 �#&$#�(  4�-  /1)�- '%%�. %% - �'"�)$"�#'.'�$#' "I�&+�7!)#�4 +)"�#�- $"#�# �

2 $1+�$"3�) /#� .�4'/+�#�� ""+�#' "�# �-  /1)�$"4�/'(&#+ !)"+))6�

�

�	
�����	
�

� �&+�/+)!%#� .��$%,'"�)�4 �#/'"+� .�7!)#'.'�$#' "�')�$�0' !)�%'.+�(!'4+4�*3�

)$"�#'.'�$#' "�#&/ !(&�#&+�� %3��0'/'#6���$%,'"�)�#&+ % (3�- $)�.!%%3��'*%'�$%�8+,+"�'.�3 !�

4')$(/++�- '#&�&')�'"#+/0/+#$#' "5�#&')�')�&$/4�# �4+"3:�$"4�#&+�/+$) "�&+�- $"#+4�'#�# �*+�

�'*%'�$%�- $)�# �*+"+.'#�#&+��&/')#'$"�%'.+6���$%,'"�- $)�$%) �$�0$)# /�$"4�0'+#3�- $)�

+@#/+2 +%3�'2 0 /#$"#�# �&'2 6���$%,'"�#$1+)�(/+$#�)#+0)�# �2 $1+�)!/+�&')�4 �#/'"+�')�

)!00 /#+4�*3�#&+�� /4� .�� 4�) �$)�# �2 $1+�!)�*+##+/��&/')#'$")6���#�- $)�*+�'(" /$"#�# �

                                                 
62 Pitkin, 82f. 
63 Ibid. 83. 
64 Reid, 301. 
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65 Leith, 96f. 
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